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June 2001, GPO Access was recognized
with an E-Gov 2001 “Trailblazer” award;
that in May 2001, LibrarySpot.com selected
the U.S. Supreme Court Web site, which is
developed and hosted by GPO, to be
featured among the best and most useful
library and reference sites online; and that
in March 2001, the Congressional Bills
database on GPO Access was featured in the
Legislative Branch section of GovSpot.com.
Also, in December 2000, Lightspan’s Study
Web selected the U.S. Constitution: Analysis
and Interpretations application on GPO
Access as “one of the best educational
resources on the Web.” 

GPO Servers Provided Public
Access to Supreme Court 
Opinions in Florida Election Case
GPO provided the servers and bandwidth
to cope with the U. S. Supreme Court’s
release of its opinion in the case of George
W. Bush v. Palm Beach County Canvassing
Board in December 2000. GPO hosts the
Supreme Court Web site and had prepared
in advance for an unusual load by increas-
ing the number of servers containing the
Court’s Web site and using load-balancing
equipment to assure that all servers were
used as efficiently as possible. At the time
of the release at 11:55 a.m. on December 4,
GPO had dedicated 14 servers to the
Court’s Web site. 

Traffic on the Court’s Web site began to
increase almost as soon as the Florida
Supreme Court issued its opinion in Palm
Beach County Canvassing Board v. Harris on
November 21. In the days leading up to the
release of the opinion, the Court posted a

collection of 43 petitions, briefs, and oral
arguments related to the case on its Web
site. For the period November 21 to Decem-
ber 5, the Court’s Web site received
4,346,687 page views, approximately double
the normal volume for a two-week period. 

Later, in the hours just before and
after the U.S. Supreme Court’s historic
opinion in the case of George W. Bush, et
al., Petitioners v. Albert Gore, Jr., et al. (No.
00-949) on December 12, the Court’s Web
site was hit for a total of 1.1 million page
views. GPO replicated the Court’s Web
pages on a total of 19 servers in anticipa-
tion of the opinion’s release. The 65-page
opinion, which included all dissents, was
presented as a 330 KB Acrobat Portable
Document Format (PDF) file. When
displayed in an Acrobat Reader, the opin-
ion appeared as an exact facsimile of the
original printed slip opinion. 

Traffic on the site began to increase
sharply at 4:00 p.m. and peaked in the
minutes just after the opinion’s release at
about 10:00 p.m., totaling 1.1 million page
views by 7:30 a.m. the next day. Between
November 21, the day before the election
case reached the Supreme Court for the
first time, and December 13, the day after
the final opinion, the Court’s Web site had
6.4 million page views. During a normal
month, the Court’s site handles roughly 1.5
million page views.

GPO Access Makes Davis-Bacon
Wage Data Available
The database containing Wage Determina-
tions Issued Under the Davis-Bacon and
Related Acts was made available without
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